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What Are Schools Teaching Kids About Our Energy Future?
By Art Horn	 First Posted on Jun. 28, 2011 on energytribune.com

Reprinted with permission of the 
author, Art Horn.
(Some of you may remember Art as a lo-
cal weatherman on one of the major TV 
stations here in Portland. Art now writes 
freelance articles on weather and cli-
mate. He is a major contributor to icecap.
us, theartofweather.com, and wMCCS.org 
weekly webradio show, Climate Crusaders.

Art offers climate/weather presentations to 
schools, organizations and events through-
out the Northeast, and beyond.) 

A very important component of 
our future energy development and 
production will come not necessar-
ily from the truth but what is per-
ceived to be the truth. Make no mis-
take, what today’s young people are 
taught in school about energy and 
its relationship to global warming 
will determine what direction we 
go in developing the critical energy 
resources we need. Plentiful and af-
fordable energy is as important to 
the future of the world as the daily 
intake of food and water is to the 
survival of every man, woman and 
child alive today. Reliable and af-
fordable energy is the nourishment 
of our way of life, without it we will 
starve and die.

I worked as an on air meteorolo-
gist for 25 years, mostly with NBC 
stations. Now I am self employed. 
Recently I was presenting my pro-
gram about how weather works to 
a middle school. During a break 
between groups I had a chance to 

look around the library where I was 
presenting my program. I thought 
it would be interesting and reveal-
ing to see what kind of books about 
energy and climate the library was 
providing to the students. It didn’t 
take long to find the answer.

The first book I found with little ef-
fort was titled “Are we running out 
of energy?” by Christiane Dorion 
and published by Arcturus books. 
Interestingly the logo for Arcturus 
books is a polar bear with a little star 
above its head. This book is overtly 
against traditional energy produc-
tion. In chapter one on the second 
page, the author states “There are 
huge problems with using fossil 
fuels. First, they are non-renew-
able because they take millions of 
years to form and can only be used 
once. If we keep using them as we 
are now nearly all of the existing 
reserves will be gone by the end 
of the twenty first century. Second, 
when we burn fossil fuels we pro-
duce polluting gases that contribute 
to warming the earth’s temperature. 
This is why we need to find alterna-
tives.”

There are several factual problems 
with this paragraph. First there is 
no reliable estimate of how much 
fossil fuel energy is left in the earth. 
Some estimates indicate there could 
be hundreds of years of recoverable 
oil and natural gas buried in the 
earth’s crust.

Secondly the author is referring to 
carbon dioxide “pollution” that is 
released by the burning of fossil 
fuels. Calling carbon dioxide pol-
lution is misinformation designed 
to deceive the student. Pollution 
kills things, carbon dioxide is an 
essential component of the earth’s 
atmosphere and without it all plant, 
animal and human life would die. 
It is standard operating procedure 
to call carbon dioxide pollution 
in the alarmist man made global 
warming industry. The environ-
mental movement constantly uses 
the “carbon pollution” lie to push 
their anti-energy development 
agenda.

As I read through the book I found 
that virtually every page was full 
of misconceptions, errors if not 
outright lies. From page 10 “Dis-
covering new reserves can also 
cause problems. As the earth’s 
temperature has risen with our 
burning of fossil fuels.” The 

author states that the reason the 
temperature has risen is because 
of burning fossil fuels. This is an 
assumption with computer models 
as the only “evidence” that this is 
true. The temperature of the earth 
has been rising since the bottom 
of the “Little Ice Age” around the 
year 1700. The rate of warming has 
not increased in the last 160 years. 
Half of the so called global warm-
ing in the last 160 years was from 
1910 to 1945. The next warming 
period was from 1977 to 1998. The 
rate of warming recently was ex-
actly the same as the 1910 to 1945 
warming. The warming stopped in 
1998 and trend has been zero ever 
since.

The title of Chapter three is “Why 
is the climate changing?” The first 
sentence says “For nearly 200 
years people have been changing 
the earth’s atmosphere by burning 
coal, oil and gas on a large scale

See Horn page 4
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and pumping out massive amounts 
of carbon dioxide and other gases.” 
She never mentions that as a per-
cent of the atmosphere the total in-
crease in carbon dioxide since 1800 
is ..01%. She then also states that 

“The earth’s temperature is warm-
ing faster than at anytime in the past 
10,000 years.” This is clearly false. 
Ice cores from Greenland indicate 
that the earth’s climate has warmed 
and cooled many times during the 
past 10,000 years. The warming pe-
riods have often been much more 
rapid than the current rate. She also 
never mentions that over the last 
160 years of thermometer measure-
ment the earth has only warmed 1 
degree Fahrenheit and the warming 
is not accelerating.

She goes on to mention that “Polar 
bears face the loss of their icy wil-
derness in the Arctic” but never in-
forms the student that there are now 
an estimated 25,000 polar bears 
in the Arctic, up from an estimate 
5,000 in the 1960s. Any middle 
school student reading this book 
will come away with the message 
that oil, coal and gas are bad and we 
must stop using them immediately 
no matter what the consequences.

Another book I found was titled, 

“A Green World?” by Nicola Baird 
published by Franklin Watts, a divi-
sion of Grolier publishing. This is a 
highly biased book written by a far 
left environmentalist. Nicola Baird 
has been a board member of the 
Forest Stewardship Council and has 
served as an editor of publications 
at the radical environmental group 
Friends of the Earth. On every page 
of this book the author claims that 
basically everything that humans 
do is threatening the earth’s well be-
ing and we need to change our evil 
polluting ways. She mentions Ra-
chel Carson’s book “Silent Spring” 
and the damaging effects of DDT. 
Of course she never mentions that 
the banning of DDT has caused the 
death of tens of millions of people 
in the third world who were bitten 
by malaria carrying mosquitoes. 
DDT is the only proven chemical 
that can safely kill those mosqui-
toes.

She also is telling the students read-
ing this book that so called “pollut-
ers” should pay for their destruc-
tion of the environment and climate. 
She says “However, some people 
believe that preserving the environ-
ment will not necessarily harm eco-
nomic growth in the long term, and 
that businesses can find a balance 
between the two, if they have to.” 
The “if they have to” implies some 
kind of government regulation to 

force companies to “go green” of 
else. She goes on to endorse the 
policies of other radical environ-
mental groups such as Greenpeace 
with quotes such as “In half an 
hour enough of the sun’s energy 
is received by the earth to power 
humankind’s activities for a year.” 
Ignoring that fact that solar power 
always needs traditional fossil fuel 
power plants to back them up at 
night or when it’s cloudy.

In yet another book called “Natu-
ral Disasters” by Claire Watts and 
Trevor Day published by DK pub-
lishing there is a section on Climate 
Change. The book says “For about 
the last 100 years our planet has 
been growing warmer, but in the 
last few decades the rate of change 
has increased dramatically. Many 
scientists believe that this global 
warming is largely due to the enor-
mous volumes of polluting gases 
released by burning fossil fuels.” 
The authors have clearly decided 
that the message is more important 
than the facts. Data from the Hadley 
Center global temperature record 
shows that since 1945 earth’s aver-
age temperature has only increased 
in one 21 year period, from 1977 
to 1998. There was a slight cooling 
from 1945 to 1976 and no warming 
since 1998. This is not a dramatic 
increase over the last few decades 
but the unaware students will be 

left with that message. The section 
also recites the mandatory threat to 
polar bears due to decreasing ice. 
Sea ice in the arctic is cyclical and 
is tied to the Atlantic Multi-decadal 
Oscillation (AMO). When the 
AMO is in the warm phase the Gulf 
Stream pumps warmer water into 
the Arctic and the amount of sea 
ice is reduced. In the cold phase of 
the AMO the flow of warm water in 
the Gulf Stream slows and sea ice 
in the Arctic increases. The Atlantic 
has been in the warm phase since 
the mid 1990s and will continue to 
be for another 10 years or so. Af-
ter that the AMO will return to the 
cool phase and sea ice will increase 
again in the Arctic.

I shuffled through a few more books 
and found “Water For Life” by Val-
erie Bodden published by Creative 
Education. On the very first page 
the book trumpets “Temperatures 
are warming as greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide trap heat 
in the atmosphere. As one reads 
through the book the same mes-
sages are repeated that I found in 
the other books. Human activity is 
destroying or will destroy the earth 
and we need to change our ways 
if we’re going to save nature. The 
book continually says that our use 
of water is excessive and methods

See Horn page 5
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of using water to generate power 
like hydroelectric plants destroy 
wetlands and harm fish migrations. 
On page 21 the author says “global 
warming caused by the production 
of greenhouse gases appears to be 
a growing threat to earth’s water 
supply. Although some scientists 
disagree about the extent of global 
warming, many believe that earth’s 
surface temperature could increase 
by 2 to 11.5 degrees Fahrenheit over 
the next century. As a result many 
of the world’s glaciers could melt, 
causing the rivers they supply to 
at first overflow and then slow to a 
trickle. Warming temperatures and 
melting glaciers may also cause sea 
levels to rise and submerge coastal 
wetlands and cities.” I think it’s in-
teresting that the author chose to 
mention wetlands first and then cit-
ies submerging.

   The point is that this is another 
of an apparently endless series of 
books made for middle school stu-
dents that condemns how we live 
and how we make energy. If this 
one school library is a microcosm 
of other school libraries around the 
country than these same messages 
are being pounded into the heads of 
our youth day after day, year after 
year with virtually no opinion from 
anyone other than environmentally 
driven eco-authors whose mission 
is to re-invent energy production 
with no idea of how to do it. By the 
time these students are old enough 
to question the assumptions and er-
rors in these books it might be too 
late to reverse the direction the radi-
cal environmental movement has 
taken us.

The Portland Maine Gazette
Portland’s Politically Incorrect Weekly Newspaper 
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&
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your ad for you
call 615-9353 today

Homeless from page 1

   I understand that stealing is steal-
ing, but isn’t it likely that if the po-
lice were not seeking him or target-
ing him for some other reason that 
this illegal use of electricity would 
not have been detected at all?

   I think the police in Bangor saw 
Shaun Fawster and wanted to check 
him out for any reason and this just 
gave them an excuse to arrest him. I 
may be wrong or I may be right, but 
the fact is that, is what they did. 

  Amazingly enough the theft of 
electricity didn’t end up being the 
primary charge Mr. Fawster was 
charged with, it was the charge of 
possessing a concealed weapon that 
was the real icing on the cake.

   I realize that his hidden weapon 
kind of incriminates him from that 
point on, but if we just set that aside, 

is it all that wrong to grab a little 
juice from an outlet when you’re on 
the go? 

   Have you ever stopped into the 
library to charge up your laptop 
while you take advantage of the 
free wireless internet they offer? 

   If this arrest is any indication of 
the way the Bangor police deal with 
petty crime, you may want to think 
twice about doing that in the fu-
ture if you are in Bangor as you too 
may be the victim of profiling and 
charged with theft of service and 
who knows what other charges they 
may come up with.

   I’ve never worried about police 
closing in on me when I park across 
from Starbucks to get my internet 
time in, but I guess if I plug into an 
outside outlet in Bangor near Star-
bucks to do it, I better be looking 
over my shoulder.

John Birch Society adds a full 
time field coordinator
Landon St. Peter of Oakland named to post

By: The writers of the Capitol Hill 
Weekly

   The John Birch Society recently 
appointed Maine resident and re-
tired Navy deep sea diver Landon 
St. Peter of Oakland as a coordina-
tor for the state of Maine. St. Pe-
ter, who returned to Maine after 20 
years of service in the Navy, has 
been active in various freedom or-
ganizations during the past several 
years. He joined The John Birch 
Society y in 2008, and served as a 
local leader appearing at numerous 
functions around coastal and cen-
tral Maine. St. Peter's job descrip-
tion is to increase the influence and 
activity of the society in Maine. He 
already has made plans to have in-

formation tables at various venues 
around the state including forums 
exposing Agenda 21 and the ICLEI.

  The John Birch Society was 
founded by the late Robert Welch of 
Belmont, Mass., in 1958.  Named 
in honor of Captain John Morri-
son Birch, the organization can be 
summed up in its motto — "Less 
government, more responsibility 
and with God's help, a better world."

   The society welcomes into its 
ranks men and women of goodwill 
from all walks of life and from all 
racial, religious, and ethnic back-
grounds. For more information call, 
844-0320 or find Maine Friends of 
The John Birch Society on Face-
book.

Do you have enough 
health insurance, now that the 

fireworks bill has passed?
By:Charles E Bragdon

    Is your health insurance up to 
date? If it isn’t and you have kids, 
then you better make sure it in-
cludes coverage for firework related 
injuries. You see Maine has joined 
most of the nation in making it legal 
to own and sell fireworks. The bill 
passed through the Senate without 
even being debated and is now on 
its way to see the Governor for his 
signature. In all likelihood this bill 
will be one that he signs into law. 

   Even if the Governor decides not 
to grace this bill with his signature 
like many others that have passed 
through his office, it will still be-
come law. It takes effect on January 
1,2012, so by this time next year, 
you could be on your way to the 
emergency room with a child who 
thought it was a good idea to light 
that M-80 while holding it in their 
hand.

   I remember when I was a kid and 
even though fireworks were ille-
gal, we still got our hands on them. 
Actually a friend of mine did ex-
actly what I mentioned above and 
his whole index finger and thumb 
turned into a giant blood blister. Af-
ter he managed to stop screaming a 
blood curdling scream for about 5 
minutes, he managed to get home 
and be brought to the Emergency 
room. He wasn’t alone though, ap-
parently it was the popular trend 
that day. There were 5 other kids 
in the waiting area of the ER with 
similar injuries.

   Now I am not saying you or your 

kids will be stupid enough to do the 
same thing as these kids did, but 
you never know until it happens. I 
am also not against the legaliza-
tion of fireworks in Maine, but I 
hope they put measures in place to 
ensure that children with parents 
who don’t mind letting their unsu-
pervised children blast away, don’t 
cost all of us increased insurance 
premiums.

   To flash back into the past and 
remember why fireworks were 
banned in Maine to start with, I 
think we only have to go to Herb 
Adams, a local historian and former 
state legislator. I am sure he would 
be able to find all the information 
we could ever want to understand 
this part of history. I know as I was 
growing up many of my adult rela-
tives used to tell me stories about 
how the city burned one of the 3 or 
4 times it burned due to a juvenile 
setting them off in a lumberyard 
or boatyard. It depended on which 
adult you were talking to at the 
time which story they had to tell of 
course.

   So now that this bill has passed 
and festivities of this years Fourth 
of July celebration have as well. 
keep in mind that next year you 
may have bottle rockets whiz-
zing by your head from the nearby 
neighborhood kid who thinks it is 
cool to launch them anywhere and 
at anything including your property. 
Better insure that house and prop-
erty while you are at it, you never 
know where things might be ex-
ploding around you.
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City throws stones while living in a glass house
By:Charles E Bragdon

   This past week the city announced 
that a new website has been de-
signed to encourage fewer single 
occupancy vehicles from making 
trips downtown. They said they 
want to get more people using the 
Metro and cut down on the amount 
of traffic demand in the city. I won-
der when they are going to realize 
that the reason there are so many 
people driving themselves to work 
in singly occupied vehicles, is be-
cause they live off the peninsula 
and public transportation is not re-
liable enough. Many of them do it 
because the Metro doesn’t run fre-
quently enough or reliably enough 
for them to count on getting to work 
that way.

   Now I know David Marshall and 
Kevin Donoghue would argue that 
this is not the reason, but I know 
from experience how unreliable the 
Metro buses are. They run on aver-
age every half hour or so and are 
supposed to go by around the same 
time each cycle. This however al-
most never happens and either they 
go by way too early or they fail to 
stop for you because you were not 
quite at the bus stop. I have also 
been standing at a bus stop waiting 
for a bus to come for more than 15 
minutes beyond the expected time 
stated on the schedule. So if the 
city wants people to start relying on 
Metro, maybe they should start by 
making the Metro more reliable.

   Another thing the city should do 
is to look at their own house before 
throwing the stones at all the oth-
er glass houses. The city itself has 
a very large portion of their staff 
show up to work everyday in singly 

occupied vehicles and they even of-
fer them free monthly bus passes. 
Do you think maybe these employ-
ees used these free bus passes and 
found out how unreliable the Metro 
was? I wonder how many got writ-
ten up for tardiness due to their ef-
forts to use alternative transporta-
tion?

   Mayor Mavodones himself who 
was among the speakers at this of-
ficial announcement even drives 
himself to work, ironically in a sin-
gly occupied vehicle. Am I the only 
one who sees the hypocrisy in him 
talking about people driving them-
selves through the city  while he 
does it himself? I imagine he is also 
probably one of the city employees 
who gets a free parking spot. 

   I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion how many police cruisers I 
drive by daily that have only one 
officer in them. How often do you 
ever see only one police officer re-
spond to a call? I would have to say 
hardly ever. So why don’t they pair 
them up and save the city money on 
fuel costs and prevent themselves 
from looking like hypocrites who 
want us to do what they say, not 
what they do. Now I understand 
that they can spread the officers 
throughout the city better and give 
better response times with this dis-
tribution of officers, but it doesn’t 
change the hypocrisy of city owned, 
singly occupied vehicles on our 
streets while they are asking us to 
use public transit instead of driving 
ourselves.

   I would also be interested in 
knowing if Judy Harris, Portland’s 

Transportation Director, drives to 
work in a singly occupied vehicle. 
I know she doesn’t leave her of-
fice much to do her job and I often 
wonder what she does anyway. I re-
member trying to stop in to see her 
one day last year and finding her in 
the dark when she came to the door, 
and she appeared to have just been 
woken up by my knocking on her 
door. 

   I know one part of her job is to 
represent the taxi industry and hear 
from them annually, but that hasn’t 
happened for the last two years.  The 
taxi industry is filled with problems 
of drivers who can’t find their way, 
or who overcharge customers they 
take the wrong way from the airport 
to the local hotel they are staying at. 
Has this been addressed by her de-
partment yet? Not from what I can 
see and as a matter of fact you can’t 
even reach her to complain about it, 
as she rarely handles the calls from 
taxi drivers who complain about 
their fellow drivers.  The only thing 
I can actually say I know she does 
is prepare the agenda for the Trans-
portation Committee and comment 
when asked about info for stories. I 
hope the new City Manager is more 
vigilant in supervising his directors 
and ensures they are doing a job we 
are actually paying them for. So I 
guess her driving a singly occupied 
vehicle has very little impact on 
Portland streets.

   The article in the Forecaster writ-
ten by Randy Billings said that 
Maine Medical Center is a prime 
example of what can be done to re-
duce single occupant vehicles being 
driven to work by its employees. I 

am not sure how having them park 
in auxiliary parking lots and busing 
them to the hospital ensures they 
are not driving to work in singly 
occupied vehicles. I do know many 
of them walk from these outlying 
parking lots to the hospital and that 
is great, but it doesn’t mean they 
didn’t drive themselves to work. 

   The article also states how Maine 
Medical Center has received the 
first “Golden Gas Cap” award from 
Mavodones for its efforts. I think it 
is great that Maine Medical Center 
is making an attempt to reduce traf-
fic on city streets, but I am not sure 
if they are really making the impact 
they believe and I would love to see 
the statistics they are using to track 
progress. 

   Kevin Donoghue believes we 
should be giving more incentives 
to city employees including giving 
them a parking cash out to unlock 
employee demand for commuter 
alternatives. I would like to know 
where he thinks  a city who can’t 
cover the expenses of annual road 
repairs without bonding out the 
projects over the long term will find 
the money to fund this program. Al-
though this new site was produced 
with a $16,000 grant and $4,000 in 
local funding, I am pretty sure the 
Feds are not going to be on board to 
fund this program being offered by 
Donoghue.

   So I hope before the city throws 
stones in the future, they remember 
they live in a glass house like the 
rest of us.

1099 – First Crusade: 15,000 starv-
ing Christian soldiers march in a 
religious procession around Jeru-
salem as its Muslim defenders look 
on. 

1283 – War of the Sicilian Vespers: 
the naval Battle of Malta between 
the Aragonese and the Neapolitan 
fleets is fought. 

1497 – Vasco da Gama sets sail on 
the first direct European voyage to 
India. 

1579 – Our Lady of Kazan, a holy 
icon of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, is discovered underground 
in the city of Kazan, Tatarstan. 

1663 – Charles II of England 
grants John Clarke a Royal Charter 
to Rhode Island. 

1680 – The first confirmed tornado 
in America kills a servant at Cam-

bridge, Massachusetts. 

1709 – Great Northern War: Battle 
of Poltava – Peter I of Russia 
defeats Charles XII of Sweden at 
Poltava thus effectively ending 
Sweden's role as a major power in 
Europe. 

1716 – Great Northern War: the na-
val Battle of Dynekilen takes place. 

1758 – French forces hold Fort 
Carillon against the British at Ti-
conderoga, New York. 

1760 – French and Indian War: 
Battle of Restigouche – British 
forces defeat French forces in last 
naval battle in New France. 

1775 – The Olive Branch Petition 
is signed by the Continental Con-
gress of the Thirteen Colonies. 

1776 – The Declaration of Indepen-

dence is read aloud in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania and the Liberty Bell 
is rung. 

1822 – Chippewas turn over huge 
tract of land in Ontario to the 
United Kingdom. 

1853 – Commodore Perry sails into 
Tokyo Bay. 

1859 – King Charles XV & IV 
accedes to the throne of Sweden-
Norway. 

1864 – Ikedaya Jiken: the Choshu 
Han shishi's planned Shinsengumi 
sabotage on Kyoto, Japan at Ike-
daya. 

1874 – The Mounties begin their 
March West. 

1876 – White supremacists kill five 
Black Republicans in Hamburg, 
SC. 

1879 – Sailing ship USS Jeannette 
(1878) departs San Francisco car-
rying an ill-fated expedition to the 
North Pole. 

1889 – The first issue of the Wall 
Street Journal is published. 

1892 – St. John's, Newfoundland 
is devastated in the Great Fire of 
1892. 

1896 – William Jennings Bryan 
delivers his Cross of Gold speech 
advocating bimetalism at the 1896 
Democratic National Convention 
in Chicago. 

1898 – The death of crime boss 
Soapy Smith (who is shot) releases 
Skagway, Alaska from his iron grip 

Continued on next page
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1898 – The death of crime boss 
Soapy Smith (who is shot) releases 
Skagway, Alaska from his iron grip. 

1907 – Florenz Ziegfeld staged his 
first Follies on the roof of the New 
York Theater in New York City. 
1932 – The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average reaches its lowest level of 
the Great Depression, bottoming 
out at 41.22. 

1947 – Reports are broadcast that a 
UFO crash landed in Roswell, New 
Mexico. 

1948 – The United States Air Force 
accepts its first female recruits into 
a program called Women in the Air 
Force (WAF). 

1960 – Francis Gary Powers is 

charged with espionage result-
ing from his flight over the Soviet 
Union. 

1962 – Ne Win besieges and dy-
namites the Rangoon University 
Student Union building to crash 
the Student Movement. 

1965 – Train robber Ronald Biggs 
escapes from Wandsworth Prison, 
London. 

1966 – King Mwambutsa IV Ban
giriceng of Burundi is deposed by 
his son Prince Charles Ndizi. 

1968 – The Municipality of Gen-
eral Santos is converted into a City 
status, named General Santos City. 

1969 – IBM CICS is made general-
ly available for the 360 mainframe 
computer. 

1970 – Richard Nixon delivers 
a special congressional message 
enunciating Native American 
Self-Determination as official US 
Indian policy, leading to the Indian 
Self-Determination Act. 

1982 – Assassination attempt 
against Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein in Dujail. 

1982 – The Senegalese Trotsky-
ist political party LCT is legally 
recognized. 

1992 – The Conference for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe 
creates the office of High Commis-
sioner on National Minorities. 

1994 – Kim Jong-il assumes office 
as Supreme Leader of North Korea 
after the death of his father, Kim 

Il-sung. 

1996 – A schizophrenic man armed 
with a machete wounds three chil-
dren and four adults at a primary 
school in Wolverhampton, Eng-
land. Teacher Lisa Potts received 
the George Medal for protecting 
her pupils, despite being severely 
injured. 

1997 – NATO invites the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, and Poland to 
join the alliance in 1999. 

1999 – Allen Lee Davis is executed 
by electric chair by the state of 
Florida, the last use of the electric 
chair for capital punishment in 
Florida. 

2007 – Boeing unveiled its first 
787 in a roll-out ceremony at its 
Everett assembly factory. 

Where are we? 
Here is a list of most of the places carrying our 
paper:Alphabetized by Patrick Ledwith

‎1st Stop/Subway on Broadway
3 G’s Tire & Auto Body
7-11 Brighton Ave
7-11 Congress St
7-11 Forest Ave
7-11 Washington Ave
ABC Taxis
Amvets Washington Ave
Big Apple Washington Ave
Bubble Room Laundromat
City Beverage on Exchange St
Coffee By Design Washington Ave
Coins Laundromat
Colucci’s Hilltop Superette
Cumberland Farms on Pine St
Dale Rand Printing
Dipietro’s Market Cottage Rd
Dunkin Donuts Old Port
Dunkin Donuts Woodfords
Ember Grove

Envy Hair Salon
Exchange St Cafe
Figa
Fogg’s Auto Body
Garden Island Cleaners
Green Hand Books
Greyhound
Guitar Grave
Hilltop Coffee Shop
Homegrown Herb Tea
J Kelley Salon
Joe’s Smoke Shop
Knitwit Yarn Shop
Lilliana’s Laundromat
Lookin Good Laundromat
Mama’s Crow Bar
Mekhong Thai
Mike’s Rock & Roll Sandwiches
Mittaphaep International Market
MoJo
Nosh Kitchen Bar
Paul’s Food Center
Premier Rental Purchase Westbrook
Punky’s

Reny’s
Rite Aid 284 Congress
Rosemont Market & Bakery
Ruski’s
Silly’s
Soap Bubble Laundromat
South Portland Bingo
Spring Point Cafe
Spun
Squeaky Clean Laundromat
Squid & Whale Tattoo
Starbucks Congress St
The Blue Spoon
The Cigarette Shopper on Congress
Til Death Tattoo & Piercing
Trailways
Vespucci’s Market
Video Expo
Washboard Eco-Laundry
Westbrook Market
Wild Burrito’s & Pizza
Wok Inn Forest Ave
Xtra Mart Brighton Ave

Lil Miss Marie from page 1

asking about my sexual prefer-
ences, tastes in men and turned it 
back onto him regarding his politi-
cal agenda. Before I could reply in 
asking him about how he was going 
to obtain exact percentages of those 
populating our city’s shelters other 
than hearsay from social workers, 
I received another email. “At least 
I’m not Weiner right?” I responded 
that I wasn’t so sure and was begin-
ning to wonder. His response was 
short, dismissive and manipulative, 

“After all I am running for Mayor of 
Portland, right?” 

     A few days had passed and I 
thought about this more. I knew ex-
actly what was occurring (though 
not to the full extent) and why. I 

don’t think it was an attempt to get 
in my pants but an attempt to screw 
with my thinking, an attempt to 
gain my favor for his vote. And so I 
thought, game on! I knew I needed 
to somewhat conform and behave if 
I wanted to find out more about this 
complete and utter meathead and 
his motives. My intent was to see 
how far this bastard would go as to 
stay informed and keep Portland 
voters informed of what kind of 
trash was running for Mayor of our 
city. My plan was to strictly stay 
on topic with his political agenda, 
voice my opinions appropriately, be 
quiet and agree if I had to and redi-
rect as necessary. I was also wholly 
pissed that I was taken for some 
girl who could not  think for herself, 
that could be spoken to inappropri-
ately, and that could be manipulated 

into thinking that his comments and 
behaviors were not wrong. 

     The day before the Lake trag-
edy I opted to post an issue impor-
tant to me for personal reasons on 
his Mayoral page. “Where would 
you stand for a registry for repeat 
Domestic Violence offenders as to 
prevent homicide?” My post un-
knowingly opened an ugly jar of 
worms for him. I had no idea of the 
skeletons that were about to fall 
out of this mans closet, one’s that 
would hit way too close to home 
for this girl. Although I say I had no 
idea, in hindsight I had a very good 
idea – my gut on the first day of his 
original email. When you’ve been 
on the other side of what I’m about 
ready to discuss, you learn how 
to smell it before it arrives in full 

force. His responses to my post that 
morning were beyond uncomfort-
able. He was short, defensive and 
clearly angered by the topic at hand. 
The post raised so much discomfort 
that I deleted it and yet the topic 
at hand was not any more difficult 
than some of the issues he had been 
bringing forth to the table. His com-
ments were dismissive and he be-
gan playing the blame game against 
women. It’s almost like I knew to 
tap out and submit like in extreme 
fighting sports. My mind, gut and 
heart were in alignment that some-
thing wasn’t right, it was indisput-
able . It was a fear and a knowing 
that I knew all too well and that had 
become ingrained in me.
   The next day the Lake tragedy oc-
curred.

See Lil Miss Marie on Page 11



Page 8 The Portland Maine Gazette Friday July 8 ,2011

Who’s 
Birthday is it 

Anyway?
Kevin Bacon, 53, actor (The 
Woodsman, Mystic River, Apollo 
13, Foot-loose), born Philadelphia, 
PA, July 8, 1958.

Sophia Bush, 29, actress (“One 
Tree Hill,” The Hitcher), born Pas-
adena, CA, July 8, 1982.

Raffi Cavoukian, 63, children’s 
singer and songwriter, born Cairo, 
Egypt, July 8, 1948.

Billy Crudup, 43, actor (Tony 
for The Coast of Utopia: Voyage; 
Stage Beauty, Big Fish, Almost 
Famous), born Manhasset, NY, 
July 8, 1968.

Kim Darby, 63, actress (“Rich 
Man, Poor Man,” True Grit), born 
Los Angeles, CA, July 8, 1948.

Cynthia Gregory, 65, former 
ballerina, choreographer, teach-
er, born Los Angeles, CA, July 8, 
1946.

Beck Hansen, 41, rock singer, 
songwriter, born Beck David 
Campbell at Los Angeles, CA, 
July 8, 1970.

Anjelica Huston, 60, actress (Os-
car for Prizzi’s Honor; The Royal 
Tenenbaums, The Addams Fam-
ily), born Los Angeles, CA, July 8, 
1951.

Toby Keith, 50, country singer, 
born Clinton, OK, July 8, 1961.

Steve Lawrence, 76, singer (“Par-
ty Doll,” “Go Away Little Girl”), 
born Sidney Liebowitz at New 
York, NY, July 8, 1935.

Jeffrey Tambor, 67, actor (“Hill 
Street Blues,” “The Larry Sanders 
Show,” City Slickers), born San 
Francisco, CA, July 8, 1944.

Milo Ventimiglia, 34, actor (“He-
roes,” “Gilmore Girls”), born Ana-
heim, CA, July 8, 1977.

Alyce Faye Wattleton, 68, former 
executive director of Planned Par-
enthood Federation, born St. Louis, 
MO, July 8, 1943.

Sudoku Difficulty level 3

Crypto-Quotes by Charles E Bragdon

How to solve this puzzle: This puzzle can be solved by replacing 
the coded letters with the correct ones until the solution has been 
reached.

This weeks clue: L= A

 L     J  R  S  C  Y  W  D  C  W  X     X  N  L  X     Y  R  P  E     U C X C Y     X R

U L Z     U L I V     F L W     L V A L Z E     O C U C W O     R W      X N C

E I U U R Y X     R Q     U L I V

					     J C R Y J C     P C Y W L Y O     E N L A

Last weeks Cryptoquote answer: 

“There is really no such thing as bad weather, only different kinds of good weather.”

Sudoku is a word puzzle where each square, row or column must contain 
the numbers 1-9 without duplication in any square, row or column. To solve 
you must end up with 1-9 in each row, column and square.

Poetry by people like you:  Sand & stone By:Dan Larochelle
TWO FRIENDS WERE WALKING
 THROUGH THE DESERT, DURING 
SOME POINT OF THE JOURNEY, 
THEY HAD AN ARGUMENT AND 
ONE FRIEND SLAPPED THE OTH-
ER ONE IN THE FACE.

THE ONE WHO GOT SLAPPED 
WAS HURT, BUT WITHOUT SAY-
ING ANYTHING, WROTE IN THE 
SAND,”TODAY MY BEST FRIEND 
SLAPPED ME IN THE FACE.”

THEY KEPT ON WALKING, UNTIL 
THEY FOUND AN OASIS, WHERE 
THEY DECIDED TO TAKE A BATH.

THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN 
SLAPPED GOT STUCK IN THE  
MIRE AND STARTED DROWNING, 
BUT THE FRIEND SAVED HIM.

AFTER HE RECOVERED FROM 
THE NEAR DROWNING, HE 
WROTE ON A STONE:

‘TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SAVED 
MY LIFE’

THE FRIEND WHO HAD SLAPPED 
AND SAVED HIS BEST FRIEND 
ASKED HIM, ‘“FTER I HURT YOU,
YOU WROTE IN THE SAND AND 
NOW, YOU WRITE ON A STONE, 
WHY?”

THE FRIEND REPLIED ‘WHEN 
SOMEONE HURTS US WE SHOULD 
WRITE IT DOWN IN SAND, 

WHERE WINDS OF FORGIVENESS 
CAN ERASE IT AWAY.

BUT, WHEN SOMEONE DOES 
SOMETHING GOOD FOR US, WE 
MUST ENGRAVE IT IN STONE 
WHERE NO WIND CAN EVER 
ERASE IT’

LEARN TO WRITE YOUR HURTS 
IN THE SAND AND TO CARVE 
YOUR BENEFITS IN STONE.
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Tales from the grave
By: Mike Fink (owner Guitar Grave)
See his ad under the business directory

Positive thought of the week

The Dumbest customers

   A customer came into our store 
and  asked about a pawn for some 
rings. I looked in our file and told 
him he was a couple of days over-
due and I had put his ring in our 
display counter. He came back a 
few hours later and asked if we buy 
loose diamonds? He unwrapped the 
two stones from inside a paper tow-
el and I told him they were not dia-
monds. He said,”But they sparkle 
and the person that sold them to me 
said they were diamonds.”

   We have been talking about put-
ting on the back of our T-shirts,”It 
was just working at home.”

The Drunkest Customers

   One obnoxious customer came 
into the store after we had closed. 
Empolyees told him that we were 
closed. He had obviously partici-
pated in an early happy hour. He 
looked back at the front door and 
looked confused as he told us that 
our OPEN/CLOSED sign said open 
on the other side.

   This goes along with the dumb-
est question ever after more than 20 
years. A clean cut person came in 
and asked a few normal questions 
about merchandise with a foreign 
accent. We could not distinguish his 
nationality because he spoke with 
few words and broken English. He 

was obviously leaving and he went 
out our inside door and returned 
when he saw our OPEN on one side 
and CLOSED on the other. Then he 
seemed frustrated and asked, “IS 
OUTSIDE CLOSED?”

   We had one customer that I no 
longer allow in the store after he 
fell down and knocked a few things 
down as he missed a chair. He 
had purchased a couple of guitars 
here for $95 and he pawned them 
a couple of times. He was almost 
hard to understand because he was 
so drunk. I only can remember see-
ing him close to sober once after he 
had been in jail. He came to redeem 
a guitar after the store was closed 
and he was too drunk to let in so 
we had to keep him outside while 
I collected the money and retrieved 
the guitar.The first one was stolen 
shortly after he redeemed the guitar.

   He saved up and bought another. 
Then he came back to the store a few 
days later and tried to sell it. We had 
to kick him out. Well he came back 
again today and we kicked him out 
again because he smelled so bad. 

   After being confronted he said,”I 
just got out of jail and they let my 
shrimp go bad.” After I told him re-
peatedly to leave, he screamed and 
I told him he is not welcome here. 
He screamed as he was staggering 
down the street,”I’m a good Chris-
tian, GO TO HELL.”

Upcoming Features

Classified Advertising

Obituaries

Social Commentary 
by Joe Duley

Dining with the Duleys
(August 5, 2011)

Readers Write

Opinion/Editorials

Comics and more

New weekly feature: Snippets 
"The U.S. education system currently operates as an 8-track tape in an 
iPod world." Jeb Bush, Chairman of the Foundation for Excellence in 
Education  and co-chair of Digital Learning Now! 

“Even in literature and art, no man who bothers about originality will ever 
be original: whereas if you simply try to tell the truth (without caring 
twopence how often it has been told before) you will, nine times out of 
ten, become original without ever having noticed it.” C. S. Lewis 

    Why do we spend so much time 
being anxious about tomorrow rath-
er than enjoying today?

We spend so much time trying to 
plan future events that we tend to 
forget to enjoy the life we are living. 
Sometimes we spend so much time 
worrying about tomorrow that we 
stress ourselves into anxiety attacks. 

    Man's world has become a ner-
vous one,encompassed by anxiety. 
I once heard someone say,"Anxiety 
is a thin stream of fear trickling 
through the mind. If encouraged, it 
cuts a channel into which all other 
thoughts are drained."

    This statement could not be more 
true about how Americans live their 
life today. We rush through life try-
ing to hurry to get things done and 
save time while we do it. We don't 
end with any extra time at the end 
by doing this though. What we end 
up with is stressful, restless days 
that are shortened because we lived 
our lives so fast we forgot tomor-
row would come without us plan-
ning for it and usually not the way 
we had planned it.

    If everyone started living their 
life like today was the only day 
they had left to live, I think people 
would start to enjoy it a lot more 
than they do right now. I for one 
have started to live my life this way 
and as my positive thought reflects, 
I don't live to look back, only to 
move forward as life unfolds. I try 
to give people the tools to live their 
life with a carefree existence and 
it is up to them to use those tools. 
Remember the toolbox only carries 
the tools and it is up to us to know 
how to use the tools it carries.

    I will end this thought on this 
note. There are many kinds of sor-
row in life, but there is no greater 
sorrow then when we lose today 
worrying about tomorrow. When 
we forget to live for today to worry 
about tomorrow all hope seems lost, 
all joy ended and all comfort gone. 
The time we lose is not credited 
at the end for us to use again only 
wasted trying to worry ourselves to 
an earlier death. So stop worrying 
about tomorrow today and enjoy to-
day until it becomes the yesterday 
of tomorrow.

    Saint Francis of Sales said,”Do 
not look forward to the changes and 
chances of this life in fear; rather 
look to them with full hope that, 
as they arise, God, whose you are, 
will deliver you out of them. He is 
your Keeper. He has kept you hith-
erto. Hold fast to his dear hand, and 
he will lead you safely through all 
things; and, when you cannot stand, 
he will bear you in his arms. Do not 
look forward to what may happen 
tomorrow. Our Father will either 
shield you from suffering, or he 
will give you strength to bear it.”

    Mary Jean Irion said it like 
this,”Normal day, let me be aware 
of the treasure you are. Let me learn
from you, love you, savor you, bless 
you before you depart. Let me not 
pass you by in quest of some rare 
and perfect tomorrow. Let me hold 
you while I may for it will not al-
ways be so. One day I shall dig my
nails into the earth, or bury my face 
in the pillow, or stretch myself taut, 
or raise my hands to the sky, and 
want, more than all the world, your 
return. “
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by Kenneth Capron,   
Maine Center for Constitutional 
Studies

Is on vacation this week 
and will return next 
week.

Business Directory

Guess what this is a picture of and have your name entered into a draw-
ing for a $25 Gift Certificate to a local business of your choice. 
Send your guess and your name, address and a phone # to reach you at to: 
news@theportlandmainegazette.com

All Good Things 
Come To An End, 
Including One Per-
sons Long Years Of 
Public Service
 
The Maine State Senate adjourned 
sine die Wednesday, June 29, 2011 
at 7:46pm. Pursuant to the Consti-
tution of Maine, Article IV, Part 
Third, Section 16, the general ef-
fective date for nonemergency laws 
passed in the First Regular Session 
of the 125th Legislature is Wednes-
day, September 28, 2011.  The Sec-
ond Regular Session will convene 
on January 5, 2012.

 
On a related note, Judi DelFranco, 
who has published the ANPH (Ad-
vanced Notice of Public Hearings) 
for the legislature for many  years, 
is retiring from public service. In 
her last published Supplement to 
ANPH, Judi notes "It has been a 
pleasure to work with so many of 
you over the years.  I wish every-
one a happy and safe summer.  
 

After 24 years, as of July 1st, I am 
officially retired from the Maine 
Legislature and will be pursuing 
my online gift store fulltime (http://
www.judicakes.com).  Please come 
visit and stay in touch."

South BingoPortland

 200 John Roberts Road, 
South Portland (207) 761-2717

Doors open at 3 p.m. 
Bingo Starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Bingo 7 nights a week

The Battle of Lovell's Pond
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's first verses, so far as known, printed in 
the Portland Gazette, November 17, 1820.

Cold, cold is the north wind and rude is the blast
That sweeps like a hurricane loudly and fast,
As it moans through the tall waving pines lone and drear,
Sighs a requiem sad o'er the warrior's bier.

The war-whoop is still, and the savage's yell
Has sunk into silence along the wild dell;

The din of the battle, the tumult, is o'er,
And the war-clarion's voice is now heard no more.

The warriors that fought for their country, and bled,
Have sunk to their rest; the damp earth is their bed;
No stone tells the place where their ashes repose,
Nor points out the spot from the graves of their foes.

They died in their glory, surrounded by fame,
And Victory's loud trump their death did proclaim;
They are dead; but they live in each Patriot's breast,
And their names are engraven on honor's bright crest.
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AppleBee's Brighton Avenue gets our first 5 Star Restaurant review
By: Charles E Bragdon

   On Sunday July 3, 2011, my wife, 
son and I decided that we would go 
out to eat at AppleBee's on Brighton 
Avenue in Portland and see how it 
was with the new management staff 
they have now compared to when 
we ate there last time. We were not 
disappointed, in fact we were quite 
delighted with our experience this 
time around. 

   The atmosphere was very pleas-
ant and it had a very  nice neigh-
borhood feel to it. The decorations 
were all from different eras with a 
Hollywood theme to them. It wasn't 
particularly busy when we went, 
but it was around 2:00 p.m., so we 
had probably just missed the lunch 
crowd.

   When we first walked in, we 
noticed the hostess was right near 
the podium where they keep their 
menus and seated us in a very com-
fortable booth. She asked if we 
wanted a table or booth and with a 

child like ours, it is always a good 
idea to choose a booth. She placed 
our menus on the table before us 
and before we could even get ad-
justed in our seats, there was our 
waitress Kristina to take our drink 
orders, talk about good service.

   She arrived with our drinks very 
quickly, but didn't press us for our 
order and told us to just to let her 
know when we are ready. The menu 
was a little too much to decide from, 
but we decided that the 2 entrees 
and an appetizer for $20 sounded 
like a great deal. 

   My wife and I both ordered 9 oz. 
steaks which cost $2.00 more, but it 
was quite worth it. The steaks were 
cooked to perfection with a slightly 
salty but delicious spicy flavor to 
them. They were the most pleas-
antly tender steaks I have ever eaten 
and we could have cut them with a 
butter knife. We also ordered the 
Mozzarella Sticks as an appetizer. 
They were very generous with the 

portions, but we did have to ask for 
additional Marinara Sauce, which 
they didn't charge us extra for and 
brought right to us without question. 

   My son ordered the small Riblet 
dinner with fries and he said they 
were very tasty. He said they were 
kind of spicy, but he really liked 
them. This was pretty obvious to 
me as he almost inhaled them. He 
has never been a big fan of fries, so 
he didn't eat many of them. I tried 
them myself and found them to be 
pretty flavorful and not too salty. 

   I also ordered a side of Red Beans 
and Rice. I like my rice slightly 
firm and my beans not to soft and 
they made theirs exactly the way 
I like them. They were not overly 
seasoned and really tasted delight-
ful to the palette. I would definitely 
order this side dish again.

   I asked if the manager was around 
as I wanted to try to place our pa-
per there and he was quite pleased 

that I had asked. He took a copy for 
himself and placed the rest right 
in the waiting area that you enter 
into. He came to our table and com-
mented on how he had already read 
some of it and thought it was a re-
ally nice paper. He then asked us 
how everything was and went back 
to the kitchen door area where he 
seemed to be observing the dining 
area from. 

   Overall our experience was out-
standing. The staff was very atten-
tive and polite and the manager 
seemed to have a great working re-
lationship with his employees. They 
seemed really happy doing their job 
and paid a great deal of attention to 
all of their customers. I think they 
have earned the distinction of be-
ing our first 5 star restaurant review 
with flying colors. My compliments 
to the Chef and all those who made 
our dining experience delightful.

Lil Miss Marie from page 7

Within hours I was horrified and 
yet not all shocked by what Er-
ick Bennett would do with such a 
tragedy. He thrived off this trag-
edy for selfish reasons, took aware-
ness from this tragedy and turned 
it into his own personal vendetta 
against women, his ex-wife. He 
made comments and references that 
the court system and women push 
such men to the snapping point of 
such tragedies and were to blame. 
His comments and replies to others 
comments were barbaric and socio-
pathic…something I’d been on the 
receiving end of before and could 
see right through. If you opposed 
his views he shamed, ridiculed or 
dismissed you. When a pattern of 
folks called him on his crap he’d try 
and rescind his inhumane responses. 
Or, he would target a few non-con-
formists and would say they were 

not staying on the point of his topic. 
If he really disliked your comments 
secondary to calling him out for be-
ing whacked he would delete them 
or you altogether. His comments 
were so distorted and sick that I de-
leted him the next day. A sick cer-
tainty came over me and I realized 
I was not only dealing with a true 
Weiner but also a more than capable 
Steven Lake. 

     I would soon learn that the only 
difference between him and Weiner 
is that Bennett had not been caught 
yet, or called on his inappropriate 
behavior or rightfully pressured 
to withdraw from his candidacy. 
I would soon become aware that 
the only difference between Erick 
Bennett and Steven Lake is that 
Lake (after a history of domestic 
violence) killed his wife in front of 
their children and then killed them 

and himself. Bennett on the other 
hand beat his wife (now ex) in front 
of their children and was found 
guilty. She then vanished with the 
children, those memories…horrors, 
before the possibility became the 
inevitable. I’m not certain of what 
is worse or what is more or less dif-
ficult (no right words)…living the 
nightmare, surviving the tragedy 
or dying from such a tragedy. It’s 
incomparable and yet entirely rela-
tive. Only a handful will understand 
the words just spoken. 

     After a week or so of processing 
I added him back for the selfish mo-
tive of finding out more as to keep 
women and all Portlander’s in-
formed of what kind of animal was 
running for Mayor. He said he was 
happy to see my face; I was not at 
all pleased to be seeing his mug but 
my cause outweighed that. Bennett 

himself put out several entirely un-
professional, inappropriate videos 
blaming the court system, women 
and his ex-wife for being charged 
guilty for domestic violence, for the 
protection from abuse orders, for 
the ordered supervised visits with 
his children, the list goes on and 
on and on. Public records, docket 
numbers, work and personal ref-
erences, community email’s have 
proved otherwise the truth. His re-
peated open jowl, belief of his clear 
lies, shamelessness, blaming and 
beyond twisted thinking just keeps 
digging his hole but deeper. Just 
when I thought I‘d seen and heard 
the worst from this shameless exis-
tence, I was absolutely appalled to 
realize that what I’d witnessed thus 
far was but the surface layer of this 
rotten onion. ~ 
To Be Continued: Shamelessness – 
An Insult to Society  

No Child Left Behind is leaving schools behind By:Charles E Bragdon
    Now the State Legislative ses-
sion has ended and the cuts have 
been made, how will the cuts in 
education funding really affect our 
children? As many people remem-
ber in 2001, then President George 
W. Bush passed the “No Child Left 
Behind law” and it took local con-
trol of public school standards away 
from the states and implemented a 
federal standard to ensure that all 
children would receive the same 
education without regard to where 
they live.

   If this is true then why does 
it seem like more than 80% of 
schools in this state and the country 
as a whole are falling behind these 

standards? Arne Duncan, the feder-
al Secretary of Education said,”the 
estimate, based on an analysis of 
testing trends and the workings of 
the law's pass-fail school rating sys-
tem, was the latest evidence of the 
law's shortcomings and the need to 
overhaul it. Even many of the na-
tion's best run schools are likely to 
fall short of the law's rapidly rising 
standardized testing target. This 
law is fundamentally broken, and 
we need to fix it this year.”

    So if Mr. Duncan is on target 
with his remarks, this fall when 
state exams are given, they will 
likely represent an alarming rise in 
the number of schools falling short 

of the law's strict requirements. 
This means that many of Maine's 
schools which are already severely 
underfunded, could be classified as 
schools that are missing the target. 
Not everyone agrees that this will 
be the case and some from the other 
side of the issue are saying that if 
Mr' Duncan is right, it would be a 
mind blower.

    This is what it looks like for 
Maine schools to pass the litmus 
test, all students have to test out 
with 100% proficiency in math and 
reading by 2014.  This is like trying 
to tell a city that they must eradi-
cate all crime in their city by 2014. I 
think both would be unrealistic and 

kind of like trying to create a Uto-
pian society. 

    The law requires all schools to 
conduct annual testing of read-
ing and math skills from 3rd grade 
to 8th grade and at least one high 
school grade. These results must be 
published and broken down by eth-
nic groups and other subset catego-
ries. If students in an ethnic group 
miss the targets, the entire school is 
put on probation. 

We have already seen that happen 
all over the state when our schools 
all over the state were better funded.

See Left Behind Page 12



Page 12 The Portland Maine Gazette Friday July 8 ,2011

Community Events

Left Behind from page 11

    So the question is, does that mean 
districts like Portland, Lewiston, 
Auburn, and others with high ESL 
(English as a Second Language) 
populations are going to continue 
to struggle to be funded because 
they fall short of federal standards? 
How many schools will be esca-
lated to the status of “needing im-

provement” or even face sanctions 
that can include shutdowns or staff 
changes.

    There are so many school de-
partments in Maine who have been 
struggling to meet this stringent 
rquirement of the “No Child Left 
Behind” testing and now they have 
less money, will we start to see 
shutdowns all over the largest dis-
tricts in the state for failing to meet 

impossible standards with less staff 
to improve with.

    I hope as President Obama, Con-
gress and the Secretary of Educa-
tion try to overhaul this program, 
they take into consideration how 
many school systems throughout 
the country are struggling just to 
keep their public schools funded. 
I also hope they really try to com-
prehend the complexities created in 

municipalities and localities when 
you create the multi-cultural envi-
ronments they are being forced to 
educate people in. 

    That said, it is going to be a very 
difficult year to be a teacher, stu-
dent or parent in our schools next 
year with less money, less staff and 
tougher standards that just keep 
getting tougher every year.

Friday July 8
Annie 
MAINE STATE MUSIC THE-
ATRE - 11 events, July 5 Through 
16   Maine State Music Theatre   
Pickard Theater, Bowdoin College, 
Brunswick, ME   

“At the Shore,” mixed media 
group exhibition 
58 events, July 5 Through Aug 31
Edward T. Pollock Fine Arts   
25 Forest Ave, Portland, ME

“Connections: the Math Show,” 
mixed media works by gallery 
artists 
27 events, July 5 Through 31
Sylvia Kania Gallery   
566 Congress St, Portland, ME 

Boat Building Festival by Com-
pass Project
From 3pm to 6 pm on July 8 
through July 10, the Compass 
Project will present its eighth an-
nual Boat Building Festival on 
Back Cove near Hannaford. These 
annual projects are geared to re-
focusing the direction of at risk 
youths and helping them with life 
skills,academic challenges and job 
skills. Although it used to hosted in 
Monument Square but now is being 
hosted on Back Cove with new ac-
tivities and will have the First ever 
mascot Rowdown. Friday, July 8, 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, July 9, 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, July 10, 
9am to 3:30 p.m. Parade on Sunday 
from Back cove to East End Beach 
with a boat launch to follow.

East Bayside Neighborhood Or-
ganization talent show a Mayo 
Street Arts Center
Friday, July 8 at 7:30 p.m. the East 
Bayside Neighborhood Organiza-
tion wants you to join them for a 
night filled with great local talent. 
Alex Endy will be the MC! There 
will also be a Bake Sale, Break-
dancing, Taiko Drumming, and 
more. All proceeds to benefit the 
East Bayside Neighborhood Orga-
nization. http://www.eastbayside.
org

Lucid Stage to host a Theater 
Tasting
On Friday, July 8, at 8 p.m. The 

Lucid Stage will be hosting a The-
ater Tasting which is a twit on the 
traditional wine tasting. This will 
also be a fundraiser for The Lucid 
Stage. Between performances the 
audience will be treated to wine 
and appetizers paired to go with 
each performance. Performers will 
include: Carolyn Gage doing an 
excerpt from her play The Parm-
achene Belle, standup comedy by 
Mike Sylvester;Micheal Trautman; 
Dark Follies; Jake Brooks; Naya’s 
Trance and The Green Room musi-
cal produced by New Edge $25.

Saturday July 9

Boat Building Festival  by Com-
pass Project Continues
From 3pm to 6 pm on July 8 
through July 10, the Compass 
Project will present its eighth an-
nual Boat Building Festival on 
Back Cove near Hannaford. These 
annual projects are geared to re-
focusing the direction of at risk 
youths and helping them with life 
skills,academic challenges and job 
skills. Although it used to hosted in 
Monument Square but now is being 
hosted on Back Cove with new ac-
tivities and will have the First ever 
mascot Rowdown. Friday, July 8, 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, July 9, 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday, July 10, 
9am to 3:30 p.m. Parade on Sunday 
from Back cove to East End Beach 
with a boat launch to follow.

Rasing the flag in Southern Su-
dan
At 9 a.m. on July, 9 the day for rais-
ing the flag in Southern Sudan Fes-
tivities start in Monument Square 
in downtown Portland. At Noon ev-
eryone will march to the Portland 
Expo where there will be a celebra-
tion with music, dancing and food.

Skyline Farm’s Ninth Annual 
Summer Celebration
9 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.  Pony rides, bar-
gain hunting, lobster, dessert, live 
music and more are featured during 
Skyline Farm’s ninth annual Sum-
mer Celebration fundraiser.  A Barn 
Sale under the tent will offer shop-
pers an assortment of items, includ-
ing antiques, collectibles and horse 
drawn carriages.  A silent auction of

fascinating items will be held inside 
the Visitor Center from 9 A.M. - 1 
P.M. and 5:30 -8 P.M.  Pony rides 
($5 per child), face painting, and 
old-fashioned children’s activities 
will run from 10 A.M.-!2:00 P.M.  
From 5:30 P.M.-7 P.M. enjoy an 
authentic Maine lobster bake ca-
tered by North Yarmouth’s Young’s 
Clambakes, while overlooking 
Skylines’s beautiful fields.  From 
7-8 P.M. enjoy free admission to 
the museum featuring the ‘Summer 
Delivery Vehicles’ exhibit, a truly 
unique venue.  Enjoy complimen-
tary dessert while listening to live 
acoustic music frm yarmouth’s own 
Diana Hansen, Bill Hansen, and 
George Maxwell.  See who takes 
home the hotly-contested silent 
auction items.  All proceeds benefit 
Skyline Farm’s operational expens-
es.  Skyline Farm, a nonprofit, all-
volunteer organization, is located 
at 95 The Lane in North Yarmouth 
(near the junction of Routes 9 and 
115).  See www.skylinefarm.org for 
more information and directions.
 
Truth About Daisies on Peaks
7:30 P.M.  Fifth Maine Regiment 
Museum, 45 Seashore Ave., Peaks 
Island.  $8 adult, $5 seniors and stu-
dents.  “Popular trio, Truth About 
Daisies, features original song-
writing and beautiful harmonies of 
Sheila McKinley, Doug Swift and 
Ronda Dale.  Their music draws 
on many traditions including ur-
ban folk, country and melodic pop.”  
The Fifth Maine Regiment Mu-
seum is a nonprofit museum and 
cultural center housed in the 1888 
Fifth Maine Regiment Memorial 
Hall.  Its mission is the preservation 
of Civil War and local history.  To 
that end the museum offers a wide 
variety of lectures, concerts, tours, 
youth education programs, and coo-
munity activities.  Membership is 
open to the public.  For more infor-

mation call 766-3330 or email fifth-
mainemuseum@maine.rr.com
 

Sunday July 10

Defenders of the Funny
7:30 P.M.  Defenders of the Funny 
is a new improv group in Portland.  
Expect new games, sketches, music, 
and audience participation.  Spe-
cial guest:  Comic Stephanie Doyle.  
Tickets $7.  Defenders of the Funny 
will also be partcipating in the sec-
ond annual Portland Improv Festi-
val, held at Lucid Stage Aug. 11-13.

Wednesday July 13

Meeting on replacement of Mar-
tin Point Bridge
At 6. P.M. Representatives from 
the Maine Department of Transp-
portation will be present to listen 
to concerns, receive comments, and 
answer questions from anyone with 
an interest in the project, replace-
ment of the Martin Point Bridge, lo-
cated on the Portland-Falmouth line, 
which carries U. S. Route 1 over the 
Presumpscot River. Maine DOT is 
particularlt interested in learning 
local views relative to project con-
sistency with local comprehensive 
plans, discovering local resources, 
and identifying local concerns and 
issues. Anyone with a concern is 
invited to attend and participate in 
the meeting. Accomadations will 
be made for persons with disabili-
ties. Auxillary aids will be provided 
upon advance request. The meeting 
is in the Green Room of Merrill Au-
ditorium, 20 Myrtle St. Any Inqui-
ries regarding this project may be 
directed to the attention of Leanne 
Timberlake, PE, Project Manager, 
Maine Department of Transporta-
tion, Bridge Program, 624-3422. 
Email: leanne.timberlake@maine.
gov.   http://www.maine.gov/mdot/
projects.htm

Sales Person Wanted
Must have experience in sales and marketing of 

advertising and be willing to work on a com-
mission only basis. Submit your Resume to:

news@theportlandmainegazette.com
or call Charlie 615-9353

All applicants will be considered .


